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O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Instrumentation 
 

Piccolo 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets (Bb) 

Bass Clarinet (Bb) 

2 Bassoons 

 

4 Horns 

3 Trumpets (C) 

3 Trombones 

Tuba 

 

4 Timpani 

Bass Drum 

Crash Cymbals / Bells  

Chimes 

 

Harp 

 

Violins I, II 

Violas 

Cellos 

Basses 

Text 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel.  

That mourns in lonely exile here  

Until the Son of God appear.  

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel  

 

O come thou wisdom from on high,  

Who ord’rest all things mightily;  

To us the path of knowledge show,  

And teach us in her ways to go.  

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind  

In one the hearts of all mankind;  

Bid thou our sad divisions cease,  

And be thyself our King of Peace.  

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by thy drawing nigh,  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadow put to flight. 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

Performance Notes 

 

The origin of the melody for the carol O Come, O Come Emmanuel lies in the tradition of 

plainsong chant from the 15th century. Tonight's arrangement takes its inspiration from the 

musical ideas of the middle ages. Chant, if it was accompanied, was done so in a simple way - 

perhaps with a bell or drone. Later forms of music that elaborated upon plainchant melodies 

often had a very logical, symbolic organization. O Come is an advent carol and this arrangement 

draws upon the spirit of anticipation. From the outset it presents a growing conflict between 

consonance and dissonance - between chords and discords. The final crescendo ends, pushing its 

way through the dissonance, with a ringing major chord. 
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Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Horns in F 1-2

Horns in F 3-4

C Trumpet 1

C Trumpet 2

C Trumpet 3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
(E, D, A, G)

Bells / Cymbals

Chimes

Bass Drum

Voice

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

Harp
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Arrangement by Chris Meyer
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